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THE ADHIKARA - DEVICE IN PANINI
Prof. A.C.Sarangi

1. Panini and his Methodology

Panini’s(P’s) Astadhyai (A°p) is not only unique as faithful record of linguistic
informations, however valuable from the point of linguistic criticism of the Sanskrit
language may be, “but in its fitness as a training for our understanding the Indian
methods of composition and specially as a scientific work it offers in this respect
great advantages” .! P has composed his A°p in Sitra style” keeping conformity with
the fashion of his age when this particular style as well as various conventions
utilized by P were adopted for many a philosophical and liturgical text.

1.1. As V.N. Mishra states, “Panini’s style is still more specialized than that
of the other treatises, as it is not a chain of logical arguments and counter arguments
but a full description of an organized mass of concrete data from a living speech(in
other words, it is an abstraction in scientific and not philosophical terms”).? In
composing the A°p, P follows a clear-cut dichotomy dividing the text into main
divisions i.e., siddha and asiddha4. Again the two-fold classification of the A°p may
be considered on the basis of nature of rules, i.e., (1) Rules of prescription (vidhi-
rules) pertaining to phonology, morphology ans syntax (ii) Rules of technical
description, which include samjna paribhasa and adhikara-rules governing the
interpretation, and application of vidhi-rules. Further division of rules into utsarga
and apavada or antaranga and bahiranga or anitya reveals the ingenious interpretations
of the later grammarians.’

2. Panini and his mnemotechniques

What strikes us most in P’s Ast is his use of mnemotechnical means such as
the use of adhikaras, and the anuvrlll procedure besides the most unique algebraic
anubandha-system. Behind his primary principle of his technique of camposition
lies his main purpose of achieving the economy, true to the sutra-style of his work.
Yet P is blamed ‘for having sacrificed system for the sake of style’. Some Western
linguists including Whitney and Colebrooke have quite disapproved of “the highly
artful and difficult from of about four thousand algebric formula-like rules in the
statement and arrangement of which brevity alone is had in view at the cost of
distinctness and unambiguousness’. However, another Western grammarian, Barend
Faddegon has adored P for his form of description “of which the algebraic anubandha
system and further mnemotechnical means such as the use of adhikaras and in general
of anuvritti in a continous series of sutras form characteristics features”.’
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2.1 Besides the siddha/asiddha technique, P has followed various popular
conventions in the composition of the Ast. Although P does not always explicitly
explain these conventions, he must have kept them in the background and those
most have been very well understood by the students of grammar in those days.
Although many such interpretative conventions have been discovered by later
paniniyas such technical principles followed by P can be distinctly traced from the
very style of phrasing the rules in the Ast. In case of conflict in applying rules by
strictly following the para-principle by way of ordering the rules (only with the
exceptions of “associative digression”) P has been able to achieve the desired
economy?®. Like the ordering-princple, P has also followed a principle of grouping
the rules, thus with a governing rule heading a particular group or subgroup. These
section-heading rules are called adhikara-rules technically. If all the technical rules
are called adhikara-rules technically. If all the technical rules will fall into a broad
division of two categories, the first group of rules being the samjna and paribhasa-
rules put together in the first two chapters of the Ast apply equally to all sections
whereas the second group of rules i.e.,the section-heading rules apply only to a
particular section. These technical rules, however are not independent rules like
vidhi-rules but are the only helping rules to make the vidhi-rules adequate for a
better understanding.

3. Panini and paniniyas on the Features of Adhikara

3.1. P has used various theoretical terms which he has borrowed from other
treatises as well as from common usage and hence he has not defined or explained
them. Such terms are either semantic, ritual, phonological or pertaining to spatial
relations or to application of grammatical rules. The terms referring to the form
and application of grammatical rules. The terms referring to the form and applicatin
of grammatical rules include paribhasa ‘metarules helping interpretation’, vidhi
‘prescriptive rule’, prakrti ‘basic form’, vipratisedha ‘conflict’, anabhihito ‘not
expressed” and adhikara ‘section-heading’. Kiparsky”’ calls them metagrammatical
“in the sense that they refer not to concepts about which grammatical analysis must
theorise, but to the basic equipment which one brings to the very task of grammatical
analysis”. These terms including adhikara are the common peoperty of the sutra-
technique not only applied in grammar but in ritual and elsewhere.

3.2 P as well as katyayana (kty) do not explain the word adhikara, but Patanjali
(Ptj) and later grammarians go on analysing the term. Except the sutra:
svaritenadhikarah (P. 1. 3. 11) where P simply says that an adhikara - term is marked
with svarita accent he does nowhere mention this again. Kty, however, has referred
to this about fifteen times, where he has utilised this adhikara as a procedure. It is
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only Ptj and later grammarians who have explained the term and utilised this often
as a grammatical device in the matter of understanding P’s intention. However, it is
evident from the references found in the Mahabhasya (M) that even Kty and Ptj
have neither understood correctly7 the term not its applicability so as to exactly
read the mind of P.

3.3 Py tries to interpret the term on the basis of his common knowledge
based on the polular ispeech. The meaning as well as the function is explained by
Ptj through two statement (i) adhikrto’sau grame ‘he is governing the village’ or (i1)
adhikrto’- sau nagare ‘he is governing the town’. From this it means that adhikara
for Ptj stands for ‘governing’. Regrading the function of this adhikara Ptj states that
the adhikara-element (marked by the extra svarita accent) is to be carried over
(anuvitta) in each following rule and here in this explanation he quite agrees with
Kty who says that an adhikara is meant for the non-mention of the adhikara-element
in each following rule.'® While justifying an ther purpose for the paribhasa-sutra,
svaritenadhikarah be contitued again in case blocked by any other incompatible
item. This as well as the preceding explanation of Kty and Ptj suggest tha both are
not sure about P’s intention and they confuse between adhikara and anuvrtti.'?

Towards the end of the M on P. 1.3.11, Ptj interprets adhikara as adhikah
karah (‘extra function’) and according to him any adhikara-element will have some
additional meaning. For example he refers ot apaya in dhruvam apaye apadanam
(P.1.4.24) and states that the word apaya with svarita accent might mean the mental
separation besides its literal meaning ‘physical separation’and hence he can justify
the ablative usage in sentences like samkasyakebhyah pataliputraka abhirupatarah
‘the inhabitants of Pataliputra are worthier than the inhabitants of Samkasya’. With
the help of this interpretation, Ptj tries to justify the cases of purvavipratisedha
which are contrary to P’s orginal intention stated n his sutra, vipratisedhe
paramkaryam (P.1.4.2), Although these forced explanations pass out under standing,
the interpretation of adhikara as ashikah karah saeems to be the closest with the
original idea behind P in his sutra svaritenadhikarah (P.1.3.1). This might suggest
further that for P the adhikara-element with additional force was meant to be
understood for particular group ofrules and most probaly for P too another procedure
called anuvrtti was not necessary and so he has not stated anything about that.

3.4. However, it may be noted further that P does not explicitly state about
the nature of the svarita-accented adhikara-element in a sutra. Neither he says whic
vowel in the word should be marked svarita nor he says if the whole sutra is to be
understood as adhikara and not a particular word-element. Ptj, at times, remarks,
on the item fits to be carried over in the following rules as svaryate or svarayitavyam.
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This shows tha ptj’s text of Ast was an unaccented text. He even doubts P’s sutra,
samarthah padavidhih (P.2.1.1) as to the nature, whether it is an adhikiara or paribhasa.
This doubt would not have been raised if the text of Ast, available to Ptj was an
accented one. In the absence of an accented text, Ptj was an accented one. In the
absence of an accented text, ptj takes resources to vyukhyana i.e., traditional
interpretation as the last resort.'* The Kasikakara as well as the later grammarians
leave the problem of adding the extra svarita accent on the adhikara item to be
decided by the enterpretative convention ' which appears to be a free license in the
hands of the unseasoned beginners of Sanskrit Grammar.

3.5. The Kasika-Vrtti explains adhikarah as viniyogah ‘commissioned’. It
interpretes the sutra, svaritenadhikarah (p.1.3.11.) as fillows: adhikaro viniyogh,
svaritagunayuktam sabdasvarupam adhikrtatvad uttaratropatisthate ‘the word marked
with svarita accent is commissioned to present itself in the following rules. This is
in no way different from Ptj’s explanation only with the difference in the use of a
simpler style. Bhattoji in his sabdakaustubha (on p.1.2.65) defines, adhikara as
ekatropattasaya anyatravyaparah adhikarah i.e. a word (or arule) in one place has its
function elsewhere adhikara. This too corroborates our earlier view.

4. Types of Adhikara

4.1. Ptj in his M has referred to adhikara in three categories: located in one
place yet elucidating the whole grammar, just as a bright lamp located in one place
lights up the whole house. In this case there is no distinction between adhikara and
paribhasa as both the rules are meant for the sake of other vidhi-rules and Kaiyata
rightly comments on the M passage as adhikaro nametipararthyasamyat paribhasapy
adhikara ucyate.'

4.2. Dragged along (anukrsta): In this category, an adhikara is like a piece of
wood to which rope or iron has been fastened and is dragged along. In that way, what
is dragged along with the particle ca even if blocked by incompatible items is called
adhikara.'” In this type no intermediary rule is left out. For instance, within the
section anabhihite(starting from P.2.3.1) the word dvitiya (from p.2.3.2) is continued
without the break upto P.2.3.5.

4.3. In the third type, the adhikara presents itself where needed from rule to
rule. Only this type refers to the topic-wise segmentations of the Ast and where not
necessary a few sutras may be skipped over like mandukapluti ‘frog-jump’ from a
particular section headed by the adhikara-rule. For instance, the section heading
anabhihite (P. 2.3.1) is discontinued in cases of P. 2.3.8, 16 and 32.18

4.4. Adhikara as stated earlier may be a govering rule consisting of one
word (e.g., pratyayah (3.1.1), dhatoh (3.1.91) etc.) or many words (e.g., pragrisvaran
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nipatah) (p.1.4.56), saha supa (p.2.1.4) and seso bahurihi(P.2.2.23) etc. The word
characterised by the svarita accent is needed to be understood in each of the following
sutra in order to avoid repetition."
5. The Scope and Extent of the Adhikara

5.1. If Pg’s interpretation of the adhikara as adhikah karah is any clue to read
the mind of P correctly, adhikara and anuvrtti will be synonymous. Although Ptj and
later grammarians maintain a clea cut distinctio between these two, our hypothesis
as stated for P might not suffer as the scope as well as purpose remains the same in
as extended sense. Kty and Ptj agree with one another that the sutra svaritenadhikarah
(P1.3.11) is required in order to know the extent of adhikara. Ptj interpretes the
sutra (P.1.3.11) as svaritenadhikarah i.e, by seeing a svarita mark (i.e, on a new
topic introducing sutra) the limit of the previous topic should be known. But in this
case the beginning of the first topic cannot be known. Hence the other alternative
is shought for if the domain has not been indicated by Prak or a.” Kty suggests in
conclusion that for other adhikara-sutras without indicating the domain, the ‘prak’
should be added. Ptj, however, does not want to take liberty on P’s sutras and he
better feels comforted leaving the vexing issue to the traditional interpretation.
This only suggests Ptj’s helplessness, onve again proving the broken tradition in
between P and Ptj. The goverance of sectionj headings is traditionally fixed in three
ways : (i) generally by rarely by proceeding backward with lion’s glance.proceeding
ahead in subsequent rules like the stream of river, (ii) sometimes by jumps like of
a frog omitting some rules and (ii1) racely by proceeding backward with lion’s glance.

5.2 Sometimes the extent of adhikara is within a pada or beyond a chapter.
For instance, bhute (P3.2.84) is a section heading for the section P. 3.2.84-122 and
pratyayah (P.3.1.1) covers the three following chapters of the Ast.

5.3 Ithas been stated earlier that P adopted this adhikaradevipe to understand
the adhikara-extent. At times, one section includes various sub-sections with a
heading rule for governing each sub-section. For instance, the ekasamjnadhikara
(P.1.4.1- P.2.2.38) included ten sub sections headed by ten governing rules viz.
karake (P.1.4.23-55), pragrisvaran nipatah (P.1.4.56-97), karmapravacaniyah
(P.1.4.83-97) and prak kadarat samasah (P.2.1.3-P.2.2.38) etc. The extent of the
adhikara is indicated in many P’s sutras, However for other such sutras the limitatton
is fixed by the later grammarians including Ptj but more specifically by the kasika-
kara.
6. The Utility of Adhikara

6.1 S.D Joshi and Saroja Bhate in their valuable publication, The Fundamentals
of Anuvrtti (1984) have discussed this from various angles.?* They have rightly
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commented that the device of adhikara is used to indicate homogeneity of topics
and the adhikaras stand for a subject-wise division of contents of the Ast. The
adhikara- device is adopted by P throughout the text of Ast as a general feature of
organisation of the text. According to the critical edition of the kasika-vrtti** the
Astis divided into about forty topics.*

6.2 The adhikara- rules are introduced by P sometimes through samjna or
sometimes through Paribhasa. Even at times the vidhi rules are introduced as adhikara
(viz, pragdivyato’n)( P. 4.1.83) prak krstac chah (P.5.1.1 etc) Kty* suggests that
technical terms should be introduced through adhikara-rules and thus supports P’s
rules like prak kadarat samasah (p.2.1.3), pragrisvaran nipatah(p. 1.4.56)
karmapravacanlyah(p.1.4.83)etc.

6.3. An adhikara may represent a subject. For instance p frames the section
heading rules like pratyayah(p.3.1.1), paras ca(p.3.1.2), adyudattas ca(p.3.1.3),
samasah(p.2.1.3)etc.

6.4. Lexical environments are intoduced through adhikara: dhatoh(p.3.1.91)
nyappratipadikat(p.4.1.1)etc.

6.5 Grammatical conventions are stated through sectionheadings: asiddhavat
atrabhat(p.5.4.22), purvatrasiddham(p.8.2.1)etc.

6.6 Meaning-conditions are also expressed through adhikara:
karake(p.1.4.23) anabhihite(p.2.3.1)etc.

6.7 Afew theoretical concepts like anga, pada and samihita etc. are introduced
through adhikara angasya (p.6.4.1), samhitayam(p.6.1.72) sese (p.4.2.92)etc.

These are some of the instances which are represented by adhikara. Thus p
adopts this this adhikara. Thus p adopts this adhikara-device for achieving a number
of benefits grammatically.

8. Concluding Remarks

1. Like many other devices adopted by p, the adhikara-device is utilised to
achieve economy and this has been rightly acclaimed as a superb technique in his
ingenious methodogy.

2. The metagrammatical theoretical terms used by p include adhikara which
he has coined from his daily speech. These terms are the characteristic features of
the sutra-technique.

3. Ptj’s interpretation of adhikara as adhikah karah seems to be nearest to
the original intention of p and hence it is likely, for p (and also for Kty) adhikara
and anuvritti are synonymous. Initially by Ptj and later by others a distinction was
maintained between the two. The anuvritti-procedure is adopted in two rules or in a
small group of rules whereas adhikara represented the topic wise division of the
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St.

4. The technical rules like samjna, paribhasa, and adhikara do not function
independently but help in completing and interpreting the prescriptive rules.

5. Due to unavailability of the accented text of the Ast and also due to the
broken tradition between P and ptj, the grammarians including Ptj are at a loss to
interpret the sutra svaritenadhikarah(p.1.3.11) and go on suggesting alternatives till
with frustration they decide to take recourse to vyakhyana.’ interpretation which
seems to be illogical.

6. Regarding the types of adhikara Ptj includes paribhasa also in adhikara. It
is difficult to be at one with grammarians even up to Kaiyata in this interpretation.

7. The grammarians are not sure as to the domain of adhikara. They try to
suggest various methods. Kty even prefers to change such section heading with the
addition of the word prak but ptj does not agree to such meddlings in the text but
rather prefers to be guided by vyakhayana, an ungrammatical principle.

8. The adhikara-device is introduced by P as a general feature of the
organisation of the text and it stands for various purposes viz., to represent samjna,
process, lexical environment, meaning condition, grammatical convention and a
few basic theoretical cocepts.

NOTES AND REFERENCE

1. Barend Faddegon, Studies on Panini’s Grammar (Amstardam, 1936),
2nd reprint, 1963 p.48.

2. Cp. the oft-quoted definition of the sutra-style :

alpaksaram asandigdham saravad visvatomukham

astobjam anavadyanca sutram sutravido viduh.

“i.e one which is brief but unambiguous, concise but com-
prehensive, impersonal and objective”.

3. Descriptive Technique of Panini (1966).

4. See P’s sutra, purvatrasiddham, P. 8.2.1

5. Traditionally a six-fold classification of sutras has been popularised:

Samjna ca paribhasa ca vidhir niyamaevacal

atideso’ dhikaras ca sadvidham sutralaksanam IT

6. W.D. Whitney, Grammar, p.xi.

7. Barend Faddegon, op. cit., p.4

8. Cp. P’s sutra, vipratisedhe param karyam, P.1.4.1.

9. Paul Kiparsky, Panini as Variationist, University of Poona, (1980).

10. See Kty’s first Varttika (Vt) on P. 1.3.11 : adhikarah pratiyogam
tasyanirdesarthah.
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11. See Kty’s Vt. 3on P 1.3.11 (and Ptj’s comment on it) :
anayanirdesastu nivartakas tasmat paribhasa.

12. The last interpretation of Kty and Ptj (see f.n.11) appears to explain
adhikara as section-heading and the previous agrument (see.f.n.10) explains it as
anuvrtti- procedure.

13. See (M. Kielhorn’s cr. ed, Vol. I, p.359 line 4) on p.2.1.1 kim ayam
adhikara ahosvit paribhasa but what type of rule is this adhikara or paribhasa.

14. Cp. the oft-quoted M line used as the first Paribhasa-sutra in the
Paribhasundusekhara of Nagesa : vyakhyanato viasesapratipattih na hi sandehad
alaksanam, the understanding of a particular thing is decided by vyakhyana
‘traditional interpretation’ and simply a doubt should not make a rule no-rule.

15. Cp. Kasika-Vrtti on P.1.3.11 : partijnasvaritah paniniyah.

16. See kaiyata’s Pradipa on M. Vol.I p. 119, line 9-13.

17. See for details : S.D Joshi and Saroja Bhate, The Role of ca in the
interpretation of the Astadhyayi, University of Poona (1983).

18. See M(Vol.I, p 119, lines 9-13) on P.1.1.49.

19. Cp Kaiyata’s pradipaon P.1.3.11.

20. Cp. sutra like : pragrisvaran nipatah (P.1.4.56), prak kadarat samasah
1.4.1.(P.2.1.3), prag divyato’n (P.4.1.83), a kadarad eka samjna (P.1.4.1), aca tvat
(P. 1.5.120), asiddhavat atrabhat (P. 6.4.22).

21. Cp. the oft-quoted line :

simhavalokitam caiva mandukaplutamevacal

gangapravahavaccapi adhikaras tridha matah 1T

22. op. cit., pp. 172-95.

23. Aryendra Sharma, ed., Sanskrit Academy, Osmania University,
Hyderabad (1969),

24. Joshi and Bhate suggest about fifty topics.

25.Cf. Kty’s Vt. I (M. Vol. 1. p. 37 line 25) : samjnaadhikarah
samjnasampratyayarthah ‘the section-heading samjna should be formed for clear
understanding of the topic technical terms, However, in the next Vt, Kty suggests
that topics could be established because of the Teacher’s style (acaryacara) of
phrasing the rules.
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